
ALI-WARHOL

BOCKRIS - SCHMIDLAPP
1977 - 2003



ALIWARHOL: THE PHOTO TAPESTRY in twenty-four 
images is based on the photographs taken by the writ-
er, biographer, Victor Bockris in 1977 of the only meet-
ing between Muhammad Ali and Andy Warhol.  In 2003 
the photographs were edited and recreated by Bock-
ris in collaboration with photographer and film director 
David Schmidlapp, under the name Bockris-Schmid-
lapp.  The photo piece and its video were made to cel-
ebrate what would have been Warhol’s 75th birthday 
August 6, 2003 and in homage to Ali and Warhol.



WHITE ON BLACK:
THE LEGENDARY MEETING 

BETWEEN ALI AND WARHOL 
AUGUST 16, 1977
 VICTOR BOCKRIS

















































































































































VICTOR BOCKRIS is the author of eleven non-fiction books and sev-
eral thousand photographs.  Key works include:  With William Bur-
roughs:  A report from the Bunker ;  Uptight:  The Velvet Underground 
Story ;  Warhol: The Biography ;  Making Tracks: The Blondie Story ;  Beat 
Punks.  He is currently editing his The New York Underground Diaries.

DAVID SCHMIDLAPP has kept a photo diary of his life in New York 
since 1972.  He was a regular contributor to the Soho Weekly News, 
the founder and editor of IGTIMES magazine and the director of sev-
eral experimental films, including the award winning Big Time Opera-
tor.  He is currently completing his photo diaries, Off Camera, Down-
town New York 1972- 2001 which is featured on www.lapphoto.com. 



ANDY: Could I have some pictures of you not talking?

ALI:  I am truely a minister. I don’t give you this ABC kindergarden 
kind of stuff.  We live in a world where people want to be mysteri-
fied.   I got the name I drawn the people. Look, you going to give this 
little black boy $15,000 for sitting only 30 minutes.  Hell, what is 
more valuable than me making a prayer somewhere for no money.


